MORE   ABOUT   PERSIAN   WOMEN

will the day break for these downtrodden, degraded
beings.

The Persian ladies are great beauty specialists,
and bestow a good deal of attention upon their com-
plexion and general make-up. They do not believe
in beauty unadorned, for even when quite young they
use the rouge-pot very freely, and often use it to
great advantage too ! I have often known a girl who
was quite ordinary-looking, sallow and dark in com-
plexion, but when dressed for her wedding I hardly
recognised her, so changed was she by all the
numerous " aids " to beauty. Her cheeks were now a
lovely rose tint, and her eyebrows darkened and
lengthened till they almost met in the middle, and
the edges of her eyelids were also blackened with
"kola," and really the effect was very good.

They also spend much time and trouble in dyeing
their hair with henna, not only from a fear of grey
hair, but also ^because the dull red tint produced by
henna is the fashionable colour.

The Persian lady has very little in her life to
elevate or refine her mind, and so we cannot wonder
if at times we see in her many revolting characteristics.
When we think of all she has to endure, and how
little happiness comes to her lot, our wonder is that
she retains even a semblance of womanhood. Should
we be any better under like circumstances ?

If a woman is treated continually as if she was
nothing but a beast of burden, is it to be wondered at
that in some cases her nature becomes almost as the
beasts of the field ? Weird stories are told of the
extremities to which women have been driven, and
the cruelties which they have perpetrated.
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